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Celebrate this Advent Season 
On Sunday, December 1, 2013 we will begin a new year in the church! While the       

calendar year doesn’t begin until January 1, 2014, for us in the church, we begin a new 
church year with the season of Advent, the four Sundays before Christmas, which is 

used to help us prepare to celebrate the coming of Christ.  
 

Classic Christmas Stories 
The stores are decked, Christmas music is playing, and 
commercials are telling us all we need to buy to make this 
the perfect holiday season. It is enough to make one 
scream!   During the business of the holiday season – with 
shopping and visits and decorating and cooking and      
parties and planning and traveling and, and, and – it is 
very easy to be overwhelmed and to be stressed so that we 
lose our sense of focus on the why we celebrate. And yet, 

even in the midst of the craziness, there are important stories which point us to God. 
This year, we will be   using some of the Classic Christmas Stories to help us connect to 
the first Christmas story – the gift of God’s love through the birth of Jesus Christ.  So 
join with us as we hear anew the stories of the season, join with Charlie Brown and the    
Peanuts as we remind ourselves of the reason for the Christmas season, follow           
Rudolph’s red nose to new insights, and grow our hearts three sizes along with the 
Grinch. Come and hear the Christmas story anew! 
 

Hanging of the Greens 
Sunday, December 1st at 10:15  a.m. 

Please join us for our annual Hanging of the Greens service on 
Sunday, December 1 at 10:15 a.m. During this service on the first 
Sunday of Advent, we begin the Advent season as we hear the    
stories of the meaning of the decorations around the church and 
begin to prepare our hearts to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.  
 

Christmas Party and Potluck 
Sunday, December 16 following worship 
Join your church family on Sunday, December 16th following 
worship for a Christmas party and potluck. Come spend        
celebrating the season by enjoying good food, good friends, 
playing some Christmas games and even getting your picture 

taken with Santa!  And you know, Santa might even bring the children something! This 
party will also feature a “white elephant” gift exchange so please bring a gently used 
gift for this silly present exchange.  So come join us and bring some friends for this    
special and fun Christmas time. You are invited to bring a dish to share. 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Tuesday, December 24th at 8:00 p.m.  

Come join us for our annual Christmas Eve service in celebra-
tion of the birth of Christ. In this service of lessons and carols, 
we will read the sacred stories about the birth of Christ and    
respond by singing familiar carols. We will join together as the 
family of God around the communion table and be sent into the 
world to share the light of Christ with our traditional candle 
lighting. We hope you will join us on this holy night as we     
celebrate the birth of Jesus of Nazareth. 
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 Pastor’s Page 

Out Of the Blue 
At the potluck dinner we had some 

fun conversation about remembering 
things that have taken place over the 
years. Probably because Jo-Ann Haubert 
was sitting with us, it reminded me of the 
several times over the years when she had 

this deep desire to have a live nativity! 

 I remember going through the church or just       
improvising costumes. Jo-Ann always knew someone who 
had some sheep and a donkey. The kids would be loaded 
into vehicles and off they would go to have a movie made 
of the Nativity. And afterwards we would go somewhere 
and have hot chocolate and cookies. What a wonderful 

memory. 

 Going back many years when I was teaching a 7th 
grade Sunday school class we decided at Christmas to find 
a needy family and deliver to them on Christmas Eve 
some slightly used toys and some food. The family was 
surprised when we knocked on their door and they were 
ever so grateful for what we delivered. I hope it was a 
memory that also lasted for those youngsters. They felt so 
good about sharing and they saw how fortunate they were 
when we made the delivery to this deserving family. What 

a wonderful memory! 

 Then there was the Christmas Eve service that just 
about didn’t happen at the last minute. The children had a 
simple play that they were going to do and then a family 
with several children in it decided not to come to the      
service. Brian Medkeff-Rose was our pastor at the time. 
He and I hurried around trying to “resurrect” the evening. 
And for some reason, which I don’t remember, he played 
the organ that evening. The two of us did the best we 
could to make it a lovely Christmas Eve in spite of all that          

happened. Now, that is a memory.  Wonderful? 

 Many of you can sit back and remember the many 
loving advent books that we had written and shared with 
each other. It was a lovely way to share our thoughts and 
memories of Christmas with our church family. What 

wonderful memories were in those booklets! 

 As we prepare for Advent. I would suggest that as 
we journey to Bethlehem once again, we should make new 
memories, do new things and share our old memories of 
Christmas’ past with those we love and with those we 

have not even yet met. 

Journeying down memory lane, 

 

Linda 

Telling the Story of Christmas 
What is your favorite Christmas story?  

A Christmas Carol where Scrooge learns 

to give?  

The Littlest Angel where a young angel 

gives his most precious gift?  

The Gift of the Magi where a newlywed couple make 

sacrifices for each other?  

How the Grinch Stole Christmas where the Grinch’s 

heart grows because of the Whos?  

My favorite Christmas  story is the story of Clem the 
Clumsy Camel who even though he struggled to rise and 
kneel, he went with the Wise Men to Bethlehem where 
he used his clumsiness to kneel before the newborn    
baby. It always reminded me that God loved me just as I 
was and would use even those things I struggled with to 

God’s glory. 

Or is your favorite Christmas story a favorite memory 
or tradition? A time when everything came together just 
right? Or a time when you were surprised by something 
that God had done? What does this story mean to you 
and your faith? How do you use it to tell THE Christmas 

story?  

Or perhaps, you don’t have a favorite one? For many, 
the holiday season can be a hard time of year as well. 
There is a lot of pressure to be joyful – but sometimes 
we just aren’t. If we have lost or are separated from 
loved ones, it can be a painful and sorrowful time of 
year. A time of struggle and loss. A time of pressure and 

stress.  

And yet, even when the days are dark, we need to       
remember to tell the stories of Christmas – the stories of 
light, love, joy, peace and most of all hope. After all, the 
true Christmas Story – the Christ story – is a story of 
hope. Hope in God’s promise that there is light shining 
in the darkest. Belief that the birth of a baby about 2,000 
years ago made a difference in the world then and 
makes a different in our lives now. When we tell the 
stories of Christmas, we are proclaiming our faith in a 
God of surprising twists, a God  who is at work in un-

likely people and places. 

So join me this Advent season as we prepare to tell the 

Good News story – the Story of the Birth of Christ. 

peace, 

Pastor Diana  



 Advent Preparation 

Advent Devotionals 
With the business of the holiday season fast approaching, 
prepare yourself now to set aside a few minutes every 
day to spend with God. To aid you in a time of spiritual 
growth, devotionals will be available starting Sunday, 
November 24. There are large print and regular print 
adult devotionals available as well as devotionals for 
families. If you would like to have one mailed to you, 

please contact the church office. Advent Chorus Practice 
Calling all those who love to sing! Join us 
our weekly chorus practice. Our seasonal 
chorus, led by Mary Snyder, provides     

special music during the Advent and Christmas Season. 
Come and  raise a joyful noise to praise our God. We 

meet Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. 

Poinsettia Orders 
As is our tradition, for Christmas, First  
Christian Church will decorate its sanctuary 
with Poinsettias. If you would like to partici-
pate by ordering Poinsettias in honor or memory of 
loved ones and friends, please see the pdf form (that was 
attached to this email) to make your selection, attach    
payment, and then mail to church office. Orders will be 

taken through  Sunday,  December 1st. 

Help Decorate the Church 
We are looking for helpers on Saturday, November 30th  

starting at 9 a.m. to help decorate the church for the     
Advent and Christmas seasons. Many hands make for light 
work, so please sign-up to help by contacting the church 
office.  

Church Office Holiday Schedule 

Due to staff vacations around the holidays, the church    

office will be closed: 

Thursday, November 28- Friday, November 29 for 
Thanksgiving 
Wednesday, December 25 – Friday, December 27 for 
Christmas 

Wednesday, January 1 for New Year’s Day 

Christmas Eve Evangelism 
Christmas is a time when people are drawn to the church, 
whether it is a time of joy or pain for them. Everyone 
needs to be reminded of God’s love for the world made 
known to us in the birth of a baby so long ago. So, please 
share God’s love with your friends, family, neighbors,    
co-workers or strangers by inviting them to our Lessons 
and Carols Worship Service at 8:00 p.m. on Christmas 
Eve. To aid you, we have created a special invitation that 
you can give or mail. Be in prayer during this season of 
Advent. Seek God’s guidance as to whom you might    
invite. Give or mail them the invitation, maybe writing a 
note on the back. Offer to pick them up and bring them. 
Share God’s love with the world. Invitations will be    
available on Sunday mornings or by calling the church 
office. Let us invite others to join us as we anticipate the 

birth of Light, our Savior.  

Christmas Giving Tree and Dinners 
FCC is adopting three families with children attending 
Cedar Cliff High School for the Christmas season. We 
shared our blessings with them at Thanksgiving and we 
will also be providing Christmas dinners as well as 
Christmas gifts for the whole family. Look for a sign-up 
for donations for Christmas Dinners on-line and on the 
welcome table! Our Christmas Giving Tree for the gifts 
will be up in early December. Thank you so much 
for sharing your blessings with others! 

Blue Christmas Service of Hope 
Peaceful Worship for the Holy Season 

If you have experienced the loss of a 
loved one and are in need of comfort and 
strength this holiday season, we invite you to join us.  
 

Sunday December 8, 2013 at 3:00pm 
(Snow Date: Sunday, December 22) 

Special Guest: 
Rev. Brian Medkeff-Rose 

Community United Methodist Church 
16th and Bridge Street, New Cumberland 
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                Change Jars 2013 
                  The change jar program for is divided  

 into quarters.   
                  December - Domestic Violence  

 
 

At the end of December 2013, we will be developing 
exciting new changes to this program! Stay Tuned.! 

Pastoral On Demand 
As the title suggests, the Pastoral On Demand is a    
budget line item which Pastor Diana is able to draw 
from to discreetly offer aid to church members and 
strangers at the church door seeking help. It is used to 
aid those in crisis by providing gift cards, gas,            
prescription drug help or some other small direct aid. 
While a small amount is available through the church 
budget, it can be added to by church members who wish 
to help give additional funds either by giving directly to 
the church or purchasing Giant gift cards. As winter and 
the holidays are approaching, we continue to receive 
requests for aid and our fund is running low. Our gifts 
are small, but often are a Godsend. If you can help with 
a gift of any amount please do so, then listen for the 
quiet gratitude of someone who says "this is an  answer 
to prayer”. 

Girl Scout Corner 
Girls and adults of all ages are here on 
Mondays, Tuesday and Thursdays.  Drop 
by and say HI!, stay for a craft, song or 
flag ceremony!  Come in get to know the 
girls!   

During Oct and November the girls: 
  
1. Basket Raffle and Dinner by donating 46 baskets to be 
raffled off, and supplies for the dinner. 

2. Trick or Treated for the Food bank and donated hot 
choc for the church to give away on Halloween night 

3. Earned our Car Care badge with the help of Emory 
Transmission (Lemoyne) who supplied everything we 
needed to complete this badge, including mechanics, 
safety glasses, ear plugs and work gloves.   

4. Went to Zoo America to learn about animals and zoo 
careers.  Participated in many special workshops that 
were designed around the Girl Scout badges.   

5. We would like to send a huge thank you to Scott Boltz 
who helped us finish the “snoopy” room by painting 
the walls that needed painted after we had to remove 
part of the drywall due to mold.  And with all those 
pipes...that was hard work!!!  Thanks Scott!!!! 

Outreach Ministries  
Reaching out...Partnering with others….To serve our community 

Thank you to everyone who helped 
with the Spaghetti   Dinner and Basket 
Raffle Fundraiser! It was a great     
success! We raised over $2,000,  and 
had over 130 people attend. We were 

able to donate 10% to the Girl Scouts and donated bake 
money to your local food bank. A special thanks goes to 
Linda Runkle and  Diana Onstott for all their leadership 
and to all the Girl Scouts who helped make this event 
such a success.  

TOPS Meetings on Wednesdays & Thursdays! 

As a part of embracing our new vision, we have started a 
TOPS chapter at FCC which currently meets         
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. and Thursdays at 8:15 PM in the 
Parlor. TOPS, which stands for "Take Off the Pounds 
Sensibility," is a nonprofit, noncommercial, network of 
weight loss support groups. TOPS combines healthy    
eating, regular physical activity, wellness information, 
recognition and support from others through weekly 
chapter meetings. The cost to join is only $28.00 per 
year. If you are interested in participating or helping us 
start this new outreach ministry, please join us! Starting 
in January we are planning on adding a 
men’s group on Wednesdays at 7 p.m. 
as well. Additional information can be 
found at http://www.tops.org/ or by 

speaking with Diana Onstott. 
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 Outreach Ministries Continued 

Reaching out...Partnering with others….To serve our community 
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Generations of Generosity 
Thank you for all so much for your          
participation in our annual stewardship     
emphasis. I hope you felt as one part of the 
many generations of generosity of First 
Christian Church in Lemoyne. 

Sermon Suggestions Wanted!  
The weekly sermon is an important 
part of our worship, but Pastor     
Diana also wants to hear from you 

as she begins to plan out sermon topics for 2014! Are 
there any topics of faith that you would like to hear about 
in a sermon? Do you have a question that you want to    
explore? What are the bible stories or passages that you 
would like to hear more about? If you have an idea,    
question, or scripture that would like to suggest, please let 
Pastor Diana know!  On December 8 and 15, there will be 
suggestion slips available in the bulletins for you to put in 
the offering plate and a “Sermon Suggestion Box” is also 
available on the welcome table.  Thank you for your help!  

Prayer Circle  

Sundays at 9:45 a.m.  
You are invited to join us every 
Sunday morning at 9:45 a.m. for a 
special time set aside for people to 
pray. Billy Graham said, “Prayer is 

simply a conversation between you and God.” Unsure 
about how to start the conversation? Come and          
experiment.  Prayer aids such as suggested scriptures, 
art supplies, prayer exercises, and a prayer list will be 
available to aid you. Come be a part of the FCC Prayer 
Circle as we seek God’s presence through prayer.  

 

Grocery Cards 
A quick easy way to support your church! 

Use the form found elsewhere in the newsletter to      
pre-order for the Christmas Holiday or to place          

your standing order today!! 
You may place the orders in the offering plate or give to 

Diana Onstott any Sunday morning. 
 

Remember to give generously and purchase an extra 

$25.00 card for the church to use for those in need!! 

 

Thank you for your food donations. 
We will donate 141 pounds to food 
to New Hope in time for the       

holidays! 

 

Money in your Pocket!!! 
Income Tax Prep for Low Income and Elderly. 

 

We need volunteers to do taxes, do intake interviews, 
provide childcare, and hospitality! 

 

Save the below dates for trainings!!!   
 

Classroom Training at : 
Capital Blue Cross 
Jan 8 & 9 from 8:30 a.m.-4:30p.m. 
Jan. 15 & 16 from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.  
Software Training at: 
Capital Blue Cross 
Jan. 7, 14, 21 from 6-9 p.m.  
or Jan. 8, 15, 22 from 6-9 p.m.  



 Announcements  

Mark Your Calendars 

Make plans to attend these upcoming events  
later this winter! 

 

Undecorating the Church  
Saturday, January 4 at 9 a.m.  

Annual Church Planning Event  
Sunday, January 19 from Noon – 4 p.m.  

Children and Youth Tubing Trip to Roundtop  
Sunday, January 19 from 6 – 9 p.m. 

Laity Sunday and Installation of Church Officers 
Sunday, January 26 at 10:15 a.m. 

 

More details will follow!  
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WHEN FOUL WEATHER COMES  

UPON US 
What to do on days when conditions 
are questionable – be wise and         

discerning!    Venture out only when you feel that you 
may get to church safely. We want to see you another 
week rather than have you be involved in a vehicle 
accident or a nasty fall. In case we do cancel worship 
or another event, we will post the  information on 
WGAL NBC 8, ABC 27, the church website
(www.lemoynedisciples.org) and on the church       
answering machine.  In the event of a winter or snow 
emergency, listen to area radio and TV broadcasts or 
check local news websites so that you know that you 
can get to church safely. 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, December 8 following Worship 
Mark your calendars for our upcoming annual        
congregational meeting which will be Sunday,         

December 8 following worship. At this meeting we 
will receive our annual reports, vote on nominations 
for 2014  and also vote on a budget for 2014.  We 

may also have additional business items. 

Upcoming Meetings 

Board Meeting  
Sunday, December 1 following worship 

Annual Congregational Meeting   
Sunday, December 8 following worship 

Elders Meeting  
Sunday, December 15 at 9 a.m.  

Address Change 
 

 

Russ and Lois Miller 
710 Sassafras Lane 
Carlisle, PA  17015 

We are now working on             
nominations for our Elders,        
Deacons, Trustees and Board Officers for 2014. Our 
nominating committee includes: Glenn Haagen, Joan 
Kain, Mary Snyder, Diana Onstott and Pastor Diana.   

Upcoming Board Meeting 

Sunday, December 1, 2013 following worship 
At our final board meeting of the year, the General Board 
will consider the two budgets presented by the finance 
committee. Both budgets take into account our  current 
financial challenges. One budget proposes a model of     
ministry that maintains a full-time pastor. The other budget 
proposes a model of ministry that includes a part-time    
pastor. These budgets were presented to the congregation 
following worship on Sunday, November 3 and we had a 
congregational conversation about them on Sunday,       
November 17 following worship. The Board will vote and 
choose one budget to present to the congregation at the 
Annual Congregational Meeting on Sunday, December 8 
following worship. While all Board Members (all Elders, 
Deacons, Trustees, and Officers) are especially encouraged 
to attend, our Board Meetings are open to everyone and all 
are able to speak. If you have any questions or concerns 
about this process, please speak with Diana Onstott, Board 
Chair or Pastor Diana. 

Annual Reports 
In preparation for our congregational meeting on 
Sunday, December 8, annual reports are due to the 

church office by Monday, December 2, 2013 

Last Sunday Donation 
The last Sunday to give offerings to the church for 
the 2013 tax year is Sunday, December 29, 2013. 



 

Income and Expenses 
 

Month of October 
 

Congregational Offerings Received $3,905.51 
Trusts Funds 395.50 
Endowment Fund 4,250.00 
Fundraisers 96.00  
Rental Property Income 1,000.00  
Misc. 189.55  
 

 Total  $9,836.56 
 
 

Bills Received and Paid   $8,394.05 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

      Serving During December 

   Communion Preparer 
 

  1 - Debbie and Ken Holler 
  8 - Linda Runkle 
15 - Dottie Michels and Jane Welsh 
22 - Barbara White 
29 - Diana Onstott & Steph Cichy 

Prayer Requests 
For Healing: 
Margaret Reeser 
Bob Lambert  
Betty McCaleb 
Donna White 
Hazel Lambert 
Dick Shatzer 
Nyree Zeiders 
Sally Smith 

Rick Shatzer – Cancer 
Kevin (K. Aubel)  

Jeff G. (L. Miller’s Son) 
John R. 

Edwina Phelps 
Rusty (D. Onstott) 

Mildred (J. Kain’s Sister)  
Nancy (J. Kain’s Daughter) 
Tammy (K. Manning) 
Jeff Gossard (L. Miller)  
Lee H. (M. Snyder) Cancer 
Terri S. (M. Snyder) Cancer 
Ronnie W. (M. Snyder) 
Maury H. (M. Snyder) 
Rhonda H. (M. Snyder) 

Shirley S. (M. Snyder) Cancer 
Dan Keating (M. Snyder) Cancer 
Mary Ann K (M. Snyder) Cancer 

 

For God’s Love:  
Jane (F. Hughes)  

Chris Haubert (J. Haubert) 
Bob and Hazel Lambert 
Megan Gossard (L. Miller) 

Chris (M. Snyder) 
 

For God’s Guidance: 
Tom (B. Eldridge) 
Alex Glaser 

Amber Burnette (R. Aubel) 
Fagan Quinn 

Our congregation as we move forward to         
embrace God's vision for our future. 

The 17043 churches. 
 

For All God’s Creatures: 
Rascal, the dog, and the family of Julie and Jason 
(Aubels), as they seek the appropriate course of 

action for treatment for a serious injury. 
Jessica and her cat Jack who is very ill with kid-

ney problems. 
 

For the World: 
All those affected by the recent storms and torna-

does in the Midwest 
The people of the Philippines as they begin the 
recovery process following the Typhoon.  
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        Elders 

  1 - Scott Leiser 
  8 - Lois Miller 
15 - Keith Aubel 
22 - Rhoda Aubel 
29 - Bill Davis 

Greeters 
  1 - Jane Welsh, Dottie  Michels 
  8 - Lois and Glenn Haagen 
15 - Jean Trout, Velma Hughes 
22 - Barbra White, Bert Levarto 
29 - Joan Kain, Harold Turner 

Diaconate 

  1 - Diana Onstott, Ken Onstott, Barbara White, Jack Wagner 
  8 - Glenn Haagen, Lois Haagen, Melissa Ford, Kelly Manning 
15- Ken Holler, Debbie Holler, Jane Welsh, Linda Runkle 
22 - Barbara White, Diana Onstott, Jack Wagner, Ken Onstott 
29- Melissa Ford, Glenn Haagen, Linda Runkle, Lois Haagen 

Sermons & Scriptures  

1 - Classic Christmas Stories: Hanging of the Greens 
Various Scriptures - Pastor Diana 

8 - Classic Christmas Stories: A Charlie Brown Christmas 
Matthew 3: 1-12 - Pastor Diana 

15 - Classic Christmas Stories: Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer 
Matthew 11:2-11 -  Pastor Diana 

22 - Classic Christmas Stories: How the Grinch Stole Christmas 
Matthew 1:18-25 -  Pastor Diana 

29 - Classic Christmas Stories: Frosty the Snowman 
TBA  - Pastor Linda 

             Acolyte 

  1 - Jade Boltz 
  8 - Sydney Manning 
15 - Anna Nutter 
22 - Jade Boltz 
29 - Sydney Manning 



 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1     Hanging of the  
           Greens 

Prayer Circle at  
9:45 a.m. 

 

Worship at  
10:15 a.m 

 
 

Board Meeting  
following  worship. 

 

2 

 

3 

 

 

 

 

4 

 

 

TOPS Meeting in 

Parlor 7:00 p.m 

 

 

 

 

  

5 

 
TOPS Meeting in 
Parlor 8:15 p.m. 

 
G. Scouts Using 
Snoopy Room & 
Fellowship Hall  
6– 8 p.m. 

6 

 

7 

 

Coren  

Knickerbocker  
using Fellowship 

Hall  

10 a.m. - 5 p.m.,. 

8     

Prayer Circle at  
9:45 a.m. 

 

Worship at  
10:15 a.m 

 

Congregational     
Meeting following 

worship. 

9 

G. Scouts Using 
Girl Scout Room   

6– 8 p.m.    

 

 

 

10 
Advent Chorus at 

6:30 p.m. 
 

G. Scouts Using 
Snoopy Room & 
Fellowship Hall  
6– 8 p.m.    

 

 11 

TOPS Meeting in 

Parlor 7:00 p.m 

 

 

12 
    TOPS Meeting 
in Parlor 8:15 p.m. 

 
G. Scouts Using 
Snoopy Room & 
Fellowship Hall  
6– 8 p.m. 

 

13    

 

14 

 

Carey Twigg Using 
Fellowship Hall and 
Kitchen from  
9a.m.– 9p.m. 

 

 

15     
Prayer Circle at  
9:45 a.m. 

 

Worship at  
10:15 a.m 

 

Church Christmas 
Party 

 

Girl Scouts using 
snoopy Room from 

12– 6 p.m. 

16 
   G. Scouts Using   
  Girl Scout Room   

 6– 8 p.m.    
 

Ministry Planning 
Team Meeting  
at 6:30 p.m.       

 

17 
 
Advent Chorus at 

6:30 p.m. 
 

G. Scouts Using 
Snoopy Room & 
Fellowship Hall  
6– 8 p.m.    

 

 

 

18 

TOPS Meeting in 

Parlor 7:00 p.m 

 

 

 

 

19 

   TOPS Meeting in   
Parlor 8:15 p.m. 

 
G. Scouts Using 
Snoopy Room & 
Fellowship Hall  
6– 8 p.m.    

      

 

20 

 

 

 

 

  

21 

 

 

  

       

22             

Prayer Circle at  
9:45 a.m. 

 

         Worship at  
10:15 a.m 

 

Dengler Wedding  
at 3 p.m. 

 

23 

G. Scouts Using 
Girl Scout Room   

6– 8 p.m.    

 

 

24 
 

 
 

Christmas Eve  
Service at 8 p.m. 

25       Merry  
Christmas! 

 

Church Office 
Closed 

 

 

Pastor Diana  

26 

 

Church Office 
Closed 

 

 
On 

27 

 
Church Office 

Closed 

 

   Her Holiday 

28 

 

 

 
Vacation 

29  
 
     Prayer Circle at  

   9:45 a.m. 
 

         Worship at  
10:15 a.m 

 
 

 

 

30 

G. Scouts Using 
Girl Scout Room   

6– 8 p.m.    

 
 
 

 
    

31  
 

G. Scouts Using 
Snoopy Room & 
Fellowship Hall  
6– 8 p.m.    

 
         

1 

 

 

   

 

 

  

2 
 

   

 

3 
 

 

 
 

 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

December 2013 

Office Hours- Monday-Friday 

from 8:30 AM -12:00 PM 
   Birthdays 

Bill Goudy – December 6     Russ Miller - December 9 

Anne Christian - December 11    Robert Lambert - December 17 

Henry Miller - December 19     Linda Runkle - December 19 

Evan Ritter - December 27     Dottie Michels - December 30 Anniversary 

Ken & Debbie Holler - December 9 



 
First Christian Church 
Disciples of Christ 
442 Hummel Ave,  
Lemoyne, PA 17043 
PH: 717-763-4537 
www.lemoynedisciples.org 

December 2013 

Christmas Offering 2013 

“What Gifts Shall We Bring?” 

Matthew’s story of the Wise Men who come seeking the newborn King is a familiar one,            
re-enacted in countless Christmas pageants every year. Amidst the costumes, animals, shepherds 
and mangers crowded into most depictions of the Nativity, the gifts they bring often are seen as 
just props for the Magi to carry. Yet they are far more than that. 
Scholars believe the Wise Men came from ancient Persia (modern day Iran), and early Christian 
art often depicts them in Persian clothing. If so, their journey was long and arduous—and even as 
it neared its end finding “the one who has been born king” was not easy. He was not to be found 
in Jerusalem, the Holy City, as they expected, but in the tiny village of Bethlehem; even there 

they had to search for him. Yet when they found the Child, they were prepared. Bowing down, they worshiped him. 
“Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense [frankincense] and of myrrh” 
(Matthew 2:11), gifts that they had carried with them all the way from Persia, extravagant gifts fit for a King. 
We may think ourselves incapable of giving such gifts until we remember that the good news of Jesus’ birth also came 
to common folk like the shepherds, and that extravagance comes in many forms. For the shepherds, it came in the form 
of praising God. For you, maybe it will be in doing mission together in response to a disaster or on an immersion trip to 
learn about another culture. Your extravagant gift to the Christmas offering, whether large or small, supports the many 
ways Disciples across your region discover and share their gifts of ministry. Whatever gift you bring, give it joyfully; 
that’s the kind of giving that makes God smile, and therein lies the secret of its extravagance. 
As we celebrate anew the Good News of God-with-us, the coming of our Lord, what gifts shall we bring? Whatever it 
is, may we present them in humble thanksgiving and with joyful extravagance! 


