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Join us on Sunday, February 23rd as we lift up the
Week of Compassion, the ministry of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) which
responds to disasters in the US and around the
world as well as provides long-term development
support. During this special service, we will
explore our theme “We are One” as we explore
Jesus’ prayer for unity
and our call to be
connected to others
around the world.
During this service, we
will hear stories about
the important work of
the Week of Compassion.
The Week of
Compassion Offering will be received on
February 16 and February 23. If you would like to
use a “Blessing Box” to help you count your
blessings they will be available for you to pick up
at church. If you would like one mailed, please
contact the church office. Join us for this special
worship service as we celebrate the ministry of
the church around the world.
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Out of the Blue
A few weeks ago I was reading a fictional novel where one character told
another character that it was time to
stop and count and enjoy all the joys
in his life.
You see, this man was embedded in
his work life. He worked so hard that he didn't have
many friends, and no wife, or children. He didn't
know what pleasure was because he was engaged in
constant stress so he could be wealthy and well
respected in his business field.
How many people do we know who are like this? Life
should not be about how much money we can make
or what kind of business empire we can build. We
tend to be a society of extremes. Yes, there are as
many opposites to this man. There are those who
have no money or don't care about it and live the best
they can with what they have. Simple joys are an
integral part of their life and they are happy with their
lot in life.
I can't really say I ponder my many joys. I have
thanked God for the joy that my grandchildren bring
to my life, but other than that He and I have not had
any discussions on the subject.
I think those
discussions need to begin in this new year.
Don't get confused with counting joys and blessings.
They could be the same or maybe not. Make a list
counting both and see what God has blessed you with
and give thanks to the Almighty for what you have
and not for what you want.
Praise be to God for He is our greatest JOY!

This past week, I was privileged to be
invited to Nashville, TN to attend an
event at the Disciples Divinity House at
Vanderbilt, the Disciples related
community for those who are preparing
for ministry at Vanderbilt Divinity
School. About 15 of my friends, housemates and
colleagues in ministry, all recent graduates, gathered
for 3 days of reflection and discussion about what
our transitions from graduate theological school to
full-time ordained ministry have been like.
Specifically, I was there to help share my experience
with of my pastoral residency where I served First
Christian in Montgomery, AL for two years. During
our time together, we talked about the challenges we
face learning the art and practices of ministry. We
talked about the wonderful surprises in ministry that
bring us joy. We talked about the programs and
practices that help sustain us. We talked about how
the school and the Disciples House could improve
their education to equip us better to serve our
churches. For me, it has been 4 and a half years
since John and I followed God’s call first to
Montgomery, AL and then to serve here in Lemoyne.
During these years of full-time ministry there have
been hard times and challenges, but also moments of
joy and celebration. There have been times when I
was an effective leader and pastor and times I know
that I failed. There have been new learnings and
skills as well as times of rest and remembering. As I
venture into a new year of life (my birthday is in mid
-February), I am excited that I have the opportunity
to continue to serve God as a pastor. Thank you to all Joyfully journeying along,
of you who making this journey with me. It is a
Linda
privilege to serve as your pastor.
Peace,
Pastor Diana

Special Events/Programs
17043 Churches Pulpit Exchange
Sunday, March 2nd
Join us for a special worship service on Sunday, March 2
at 10:15 a.m. as we welcome Pastor Rich Cline of
Cornerstone Fellowship as a part of the 17043 Churches
Pulpit Exchange. The pastor of each church will preach
at another church that Sunday as we celebrate our
oneness as the body of Christ, Pastor Diana will be
preaching at Calvary United Methodist Church.

In Word and Song
This year we will be digging deep into the Bible in
different ways during our worship time on Sundays. One
way we will be exploring scripture will be through
special “In Word and Song” services. Similar to a
“Lessons and Carols” service we do on Christmas Eve,
we will read long portions of scripture and sing songs
that expound upon it to deepen our listening to God’s
Word for us. Our first in this series will be on Sunday,
February 16 as we explore the Sermon on the Mount
(Matthew 5-7) in Word and Song. Please join us as we
hear God’s Word anew.

Prayer Circle Update
We have decided to conclude the prayer circle program
as we explore other options for members to engage in
their personal prayer life and spiritual formation. Thank
you to all who participated in it as we prayed together as
a church. Please speak with Pastor Diana if you have
any ideas to share or questions.

Prayer Chain
We continually are working to improve our
communication, especially our prayer request. To this
end, we are working on a prayer request phone tree for
those who do not regularly access email. Jean Trout,
Mary Snyder and Dottie Michels have agreed to be the
callers in this ministry. You will receive a call with the
prayer list from the Happenings if you were NOT
present in church the previous Sunday as well as a call if
emergency prayer requests are made during the week. If
you would like to be included, please contact the church
office. If you indicated you wished to receive prayer
requests by phone on your communications update form
you have been added.

7th ANNUAL PANCAKE
EXTRAVAGANZA!
Saturday, March 22, 2014 7am to Noon
First Christian Church,
442 Hummel Avenue, Lemoyne
More info to follow soon!
First Christian Church, Lemoyne

Upcoming Lent Activities
Ash Wednesday Service
Wednesday, March 5, 2014 7:00 p.m.

Join us on Wednesday, March 5th at 7 p.m. for an
intimate worship service as we begin the season of
Lent, the 40 days (not including Sundays) leading up
to Easter. This service will include communion and the
imposition of ashes, a historic Christian practice where
the previous year’s palms from Palm Sunday are
burned and the ashes are placed on one’s forehead in
the shape of a cross with the words “Remember you
are dust and to dust you shall return.” This ritual helps
us remember our impermanence and helps us begin the
season of Lent by surrendering ourselves fully to God
through penitence and self-sacrifice. As we reflect on
the where God is calling us on our journey, let us stop
and remember both our mortality and our need to turn
to God.

Lenten Lunches Wednesdays at Noon
Starting March 5
Hosted at:
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran
509 Hummel Avenue in Lemoyne.
Join us on Wednesdays at Noon
during the season of Lent for the
annual
community
Lenten
Lunches, sponsored by the 17043
Churches. The theme for this
year’s lunches is “Being Christ in
the Community” as we consider
how we are called as Christians to
reach out together and serve our community. The cost
of lunch is $4.00. Following lunch, a local pastor will
present a brief meditation. Please RSVP by Noon
Monday each week to the church office if you plan to
attend.
Weather Cancellation: If West Shore School District cancels
school or has a delay, then the Lenten Luncheon will be
cancelled.

Lenten Devotionals
Devotionals will be available in late February. Because
an active, daily prayer life is important in our spiritual
journeys the church is providing Lenten Devotionals
for all ages. You can pick yours up in the Narthex or
by contacting the church office. Families with more
than one adult are invited to share a single copy.

Lenten Chorus
The Chorus practice for Lent and Easter will begin
meeting on Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. starting soon.
Anyone who enjoys singing is invited to join. Hope to
see you there!
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Outreach Ministries
Reaching out...Partnering with others….To serve our community
Imagine being home right now, living
in a house without heat.
That was the reality for a family whose
child attends one of our after school
programs. When we learned this
information, New Hope was able to
provide financial assistance for repair work to be done in
their home so that their heat would work again. Now,
this entire family is living in a safe, warm home today.
An anonymous donor has issued a matching gift
challenge to New Hope: Raise $10,000 from donors for
heat and utility assistance, and New Hope will receive
an additional $10,000. That’s $20,000 to help keep
even more families warm this winter! So far, they have
already raised $4,500 toward the $10,000 goal!
Would you help them meet the challenge by making a
special gift today toward the remaining $5,500
needed to reach the goal? With this dollar-for-dollar
match, $10 becomes $20, $25 becomes $50, and $100
becomes $200. You can give online at http://www.nhmpa.org or, mail your gift to:
New Hope Ministries
P.O. Box 448
Dillsburg, PA 17019
Whichever way you give, be sure to indicate that your
gift is for the Heat and Utility Assistance Matching
Challenge.
Thank you for helping them keep families warm this winter!

Support Family Promise
Family promise has the entire
Krevsky Center for February
15th! We’re trying to sell out,
and we need your help! Bring
your sweetheart for Valentine’s
Day weekend, and enjoy some
laughs for Theatre Harrisburg’s
version of Lend Me a Tenor.
Tickets are $25. All of the profit
goes right back to Family
Promise and the families we
serve. Come early (3pm) to get
your name on the list for some amazing silent auction items
such as, 4 tickets to Disneyworld, and many other baskets
and goodies! We are also providing a free wine sample.
Contact Chuck Haupt now to get your tickets at 580-9793,
975-2508, orchscuba@gmail.com. We’ll see you there!

Monthly Giving Basket
As Christians we are called to give, but
sometimes we become overwhelmed by
how we can make a difference. In 2014,
we are going to emphasize how a small,
everyday item can make a difference in
people’s lives. Each month you will be
asked to purchase a specific item which
will be donated to a local organization.
As we all donate the same items each
month, we will experience what a difference we can all
make in people’s lives every day. You can bring your
items to church through the end of the month and place
them in the giving basket.
February’s Donation – Sugar
It will go to Bethesda Mission which has been providing
hope and healing to hungry & homeless people in
the Greater Harrisburg area since 1914. This outreach
program is replacing our “Change Jar” efforts.

TOPS Meetings on Wednesdays !
Start the year off right! Commit to living a healthy
lifestyle by joining TOPS Wednesdays at 7 p.m. on the
3rd floor. TOPS, which stands for "Take Off the Pounds
Sensibility," is a nonprofit, noncommercial, network of
weight loss support groups. TOPS combines healthy
eating, regular physical activity, wellness information, recognition and support from others through weekly chapter meetings. The cost to join is only
$28.00 per year. Additional information can be found at http://
www.tops.org/ or by speaking with
Diana Onstott.

Help support New Hope Ministries with
Hoss's Community Fundraiser on
Monday, February 17th
Gather your friends, family, co-workers, and neighbors,
and support New Hope Ministries by eating at Hoss's in
Enola, Hanover, Mechanicsburg, or West York
on Monday, February 17th. To participate, simply pick
up a form on the welcome table or contact the church
office, take it to Hoss’s, and a portion of your bill will
be donated to New Hope Ministries!

Grocery Cards
A quick easy way to support your church!
You may place the orders in the offering plate or give to Diana Onstott any Sunday morning.
Remember to give generously and purchase an extra $25.00 card for the church to use for those in need!!
First Christian Church, Lemoyne
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Announcements
Upcoming Meetings
Staff Meeting
Sunday, February 2 at 8:30 a.m.
Finance Committee
Sunday, February 9 following worship
Ministry Planning Team
Monday, February 10 at 6:30 p.m.
Board Meeting
Sunday, February 16 following worship
Personnel Committee
Monday, February 17 at 6:30 p.m.
Elders Meeting
Sunday, February 23 at 9 a.m.
Finance Committee
Sunday, March 9 following worship
Ministry Planning Team
Monday, March 10 at 6:30 p.m

WHEN FOUL WEATHER COMES
UPON US
What to do on days when conditions are
questionable – be wise and discerning! Venture
out only when you feel that you may get to
church safely. We want to see you another week rather than
have you be involved in a vehicle accident or a nasty fall. In
case we do cancel worship or another event, we will post the
information on WGAL NBC 8, ABC 27, the church website
(www.lemoynedisciples.org) and on the church answering
machine. In the event of a winter or snow emergency, listen to
area radio and TV broadcasts or check local news websites so
that you know that you can get to church safely.

Board Meeting Update
Thanks to all who attended on Annual Planning Event
on Sunday, January 19! We had important discussions
about last year’s programming, set calendar items for
this year’s programming and set our goals/priorities
for this year as we work to fulfill our vision,
Goal #1: Focus on Evangelism and Community
Partnerships and Programs
Goal #2: Emphasize Personal and Communal
Spiritual Formation
Goal #3: Create a strategic assets (building and
financial resources) use plan.

Mark Your Calendars for these
important dates this year!
Board Meetings
3rd Sunday following worship once every 3 months.
Sunday, February 16
Sunday, May 18
Sunday, August 17
Sunday, November 16
Others may be called as needed.
Elder Meetings
Every six weeks on Sundays at 9 a.m.
February 23
April 6
May 18
June 29
August 10
September 21
November 2
December 14

Flower Sign Up
Mark Your Calendars for These Special
Upcoming Lent and Easter Activities
Ash Wednesday Service – Wednesday, March 5 at 7 p.m.
Community Easter Celebration – Saturday, April 12 , at
10 a.m. in Memorial Park
Palm Sunday Worship – Sunday, April 13 at 10:15 a.m.
Maundy Thursday Service – Thursday, April 17 at 7 p.m.
Good Friday Worship – Friday, April 18
Procession of the Cross 11 a.m.
Lunch at Noon
Good Friday Service at 12:30 p.m.
Easter Sunday – Sunday, April 20, 2014
Community Sunrise Service at Negley
Easter Breakfast at FCC
Resurrection Celebration at 10:15 a.m. at FCC
First Christian Church, Lemoyne

Help us make the church even more beautiful
by signing up to donate flowers for Sunday
mornings. The cost of flowers for 2014
remain $32.00 and are provided by Royer’s
Flowers and Gifts. Please contact the church office to
reserve the date of your choice or simply sign your
name on the flower chart in the back of the Sanctuary
that will be up asap.

Mark Your Calendars for Spring Organizing!
Saturday, March 29 starting at 9 a.m. Join your church
family as we go through the church organizing, sorting,
collecting, donating and clean out the church closets
and rooms. More information to follow!
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Regional/Denominational News
Backwards
…...and in High Heels
Being a Disciples woman
What does it mean to be a Disciples Woman?
Pat Donahoo, Executive Director of Disciples Woman,
will offer a glimpse into the lives of Diciples Women.
Pat Hanes, QA Coordinator for PA, will provide
information on Quadrennial Assembly 2014.
The cost for the event is $8.00
WHEN:
Saturday, March 8, 2014
111: 00 a,m, to 3:00 p.m.
WHERE:
First Christian Church
615 E. Beau Street,
Washington, PA 15301
A light lunch will be provided.

Any woman interested in going to Quadrennial has the
option to travel by Charter Bus. The round-trip coat is
$150/person. To reserve a seat, please fill out the
attached form (included separately in this newsletter)
Please make your check out to the Christian Church in
PA, by April 1st.

RSVP by March 1, 2014 to:
Pat Hanes at pattyhanes02@verizon.net
(724) 747-7172
or Christine Johns cjohns@padisciples.org
(724) 834-5023

Save-the-Date
PA Regional Assembly
Friday, June 20 – Saturday, June 21
Antiochian Village in Ligonier, PA
Watch for more details!

A Letter from a Member…..
Dear Friends of First Christian Church,
I realize a red face is in order for me being so tardy with my New Years greeting and “thank yous.”
I hope all of you had a happy and spiritual holiday season and that all were well.
I thank all of you for your cards and phone calls full of well wishes. Also, for the lovely colorful and comfortable
handmade garment. I do a lot of lounging and it comes in handy.
I miss coming to church but as you can tell, I am not really up to it. I maintain my weight and get around but I
can’t keep up and have to walk with a walker. I give my thanks to God for what I can do and that I am as well as I
am for my almost 97 years.
I love and miss you all and thank you all for your prayers as I continue to pray for all of you.
Once again, I thank you and I will never forget First Christian.
My love and blessings,
Betty
Elizabeth R. McCaleb
First Christian Church, Lemoyne
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Serving During February
Elders

Prayer Requests

Acolyte

2 - Bill Davis
9 - TBA
16 - TBA
23 - TBA

2 - Sydney Manning
9 - Jade Boltz
16 - Anna Nutter
23 - Sydney Manning

Communion Preparer
2 - Keith & Rhoda Aubel
9 - TBA
16 - Keith & Rhoda Aubel
23 - Keith & Rhoda Aubel
Diaconate
2 - Glenn Haagen, Lois Haagen, Jane Welsh, Linda Runkle
9 - Ken Holler, Debbie Holler, Kelly Manning, Bryan Eldridge
16 - Melissa Ford, Jack Wagner, Stephanie Cichy, Keith Aubel
23 - Linda Runkle, Ken Onstott, Kelly Manning, Lois Haagen
Greeters
2 - Kelly Manning, Velma Hughes
9 - Lois and Glenn Haagen
16 - Jean Trout, Dottie Michels
23 - Al White, Bert Levarto

Sermons & Scriptures
2 - Follow Me to Blessing
Matthew 5:1-12 - Pastor Diana
9 - Are You A Contagious Christian?
Matthew 5:13-20 - Pastor Linda
16 - In Word and Song:
Sermon on the Mount
Matthew 5-7 - Pastor Diana
23 - We are One
John 17:20-26 - Pastor Diana
Income and Expenses

Month of December
Congregational Offerings Received
Interest from Trust Funds
Donation for Use of Church
Donation Living Memorial Fund
Donation for Mortgage
Fundraisers
Misc.
Total

$9,361.84
4,292.41
340.00
500.00
500.00
65.00
426.29
$15,485.54

Bills Received and Paid

$12,193.96

For Healing:
-Lois Miller
-Betty McCaleb
-Hazel Lambert
-Dick Shatzer
-Sally Smith
-Mike (Haagen Family) Cancer
-Kelly (Neighbor) – Heart attack
-Mary Bess (R. Aubel)
-Bill Halbert (K. Granny)
-Rhonda (B. Eldridge’s Sister )
-Bruce- Brain Tumor
-Lily (R. Aubel)
-Jeff G. (L. Miller’s Son)
T-ammy (K. Manning)
-Jeff Gossard (L. Miller)
-Helen V. (M. Snyder) Cancer
-Jay F. (M. Snyder) Cancer
-Jeff S. (M. Snyder)
-Kerri Anne (M. Snyder)
-Terri S. (M. Snyder) Cancer
-Maury H. (M. Snyder)
-Rhonda H. (M. Snyder)
-Shirley S. (M. Snyder) Cancer
-Dan Keating (M. Snyder) Cancer
-Mary Ann K (M. Snyder) Cancer
For God’s Love:
-Megan Gossard (L. Miller)
-Chris (M. Snyder)
For God’s Guidance:
-Evan (R. Goudy)
-Alex (R. Goudy)
-Tom (B. Eldridge)
-Alex Glaser
-Fagan Quinn

For Comfort:
The family of Rev. David Morris who died
unexpectedly on January, 29.
-Carol, Colleen Flewelling's cousin, and their
family as they grieve the loss of Carol's mother.
-Amber and her family as they grieve the loss of
her grandfather, Bruce.
-Liz and her family, a friend of Pastor Diana,
whose 5wk old son died suddenly while sleeping.

Thanks to everyone who
went snow tubing! We had
9 people enjoy our winter
weather. Watch for other
youth and family activities
coming soon!

Thank you for your generosity!
First Christian Church, Lemoyne
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February 2014
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT
1

Tax Preparation
in Parlor
9 a.m.—Noon

2

3
Worship at
10:15 a.m

4

Tax Preparation
in Parlor 1-4 p.m.

G.S. Room in use
6– 8 p.m.

5
G. Scouts Using
Snoopy Room &
Fellowship Hall
6– 8 p.m.

TOPS Meeting in
Parlor 7:00 p.m

6

7

G. Scouts Using
Snoopy Room &
Fellowship Hall
6– 8 p.m.

Tax Preparation
in Parlor
9 a.m.—Noon

Pastor Diana
9
Worship at
10:15 a.m
Finance Meeting
following worship

10
Ministry Planning
Meeting at
6:30 p.m.
Tax Preparation
in Parlor 1-4 p.m.

G.S. Room in use
6– 8 p.m.
16

17
Worship at
10:15 a.m

Board Meeting
following worship.

Personnel
Committee
Meeting -6:30 p.m.
Tax Preparation
in Parlor 1-4 p.m.

11
G. Scouts Using
Snoopy Room &
Fellowship Hall
6– 8 p.m.

12

TOPS Meeting in
Parlor 7:00 p.m

Tax Preparation
in Parlor
6:45 –8:30 p.m.

8

13

On
14

G. Scouts Using
Snoopy Room &
Fellowship Hall
6– 8 p.m.

G. Scouts Using
Snoopy Room &
Fellowship Hall
6– 8 p.m.

19
TOPS Meeting in
Parlor 7:00 p.m

20

15

Tax Preparation
in Parlor
9 a.m.—Noon
Pastor Diana on

18

Vacation

21

G. Scouts Using
Snoopy Room &
Fellowship Hall
6– 8 p.m.

Birthday Trip
22

Tax Preparation
in Parlor
9 a.m.—Noon

G.S. Room in use
6– 8 p.m.
23
24
Week of Compassion Tax Preparation in
Sunday
Parlor 1-4 p.m.
Elders Meeting
G.S. Room in use
at 9 a.m.
6– 8 p.m.
Worship at
10:15 a.m

25
G. Scouts Using
Snoopy Room &
Fellowship Hall
6– 8 p.m.
Tax Preparation
in Parlor
6:45 –8:30 p.m.

Office Hours- Monday-Friday
from 8:30 AM -12:00 PM
Anniversaries
Dick & Connie Shatzer - February 28

26
TOPS Meeting in
Parlor 7:00 p.m

37

28

G. Scouts Using
Snoopy Room &
Fellowship Hall
6– 8 p.m.

Birthdays
*Tom Runkle - February 1
*Harold Turner - February 13
*Steve Springer- Feb 15
*Diana Hodges-Batzka - February 16
*Debbie Holler - February 17
*Ray Landvater - February 22
*Doria Onstott - February 22
*Ken Onstott - February 25

